4       THE GOSPEL OF NARADA

act. The soul is but a reflection of Him and
experiences pleasure and pain, though som^
hold it eternal because of the nature of its
Cause; it disappears from manifestation and
comes into being (again) from the Unseen ; it
passes from one body to another, but never
dies at all. (2 : 1 : 25-29)

The essence of all Vedas is found in the saftvic
Puranas, of which the chief is the Bhagavafam, written
by the sage Vyasa, pupil of Narada, to complete the
revelation of Truth. And the whole Bhagavatam is
summed up in the words: " Love Krishna, and pour oufc
at His feet your devoted service and adoration." This
is the heart of all true Religion.

This world is real, in a sense, being created by Him
who is all Truth, the One Reality; but its reality is only
relative, the world is real to us while we live and play in

lt:* ^e ^^ rea^ ^^^y is He who gave it being, who
maintains it in perfect poise and order, and from time to
time enfolds it in Himself. On Him alone can man
rely, to Him alone can he turn for help, from Him alone
receive all good; for on Him all things depend. He is
not the world, which He has spun out of His own being,
but in and at the same time beyond the world : " Out of
a fragment of Myself I created all this ... and I
remain." The Immanence is true, but in our joyous
thrill to find the Lord of All present in our hearts'let us
not forget His Transcendence also. All things exist
because He is in them, behind them as it were, and
moves them on His stage like puppets for His play ; so
all is He expressed in form. Yet He is not they; for
He is infinitely beyond all that He has made and He
fields Omnipotence in spheres no created thing can ever